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Changing social and technological practices have forced a reevaluation of ownership, fair use and appropriation of artistic and cultural endeavors. How do such questions impact notions of authorship, affect journalistic or academic practice, or change the administration of cultural archives? Which intellectual appropriations should be morally, legally or commercially permitted? Historically, minority groups have been sensitive about the appropriation and commercial exploitation of their cultures, yet cultural products lack protection under current intellectual property law. Is this an injustice, a regulatory oversight, or the lifeblood of a globalized culture? What are the possibilities and pitfalls of extending the logic of ownership to the art, music, rituals, stories, folklore or traditional knowledge of any cultural tradition? The debate extends to such topical questions as restitution, decolonization, and the repatriation of works to their culture of origin and challenges thinkers across the disciplines.

