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What role is there for the empirical sciences in comprehending morality? In the 20th century, questions of morality and humanity’s capacity for choice have largely been the province of psychologists and philosophers, but recent work in the sciences has interjected new empirical possibilities into research and analysis. Efforts by behavioral psychologists and economists to understand the way the mind works through accounts of quantifiable behavior have found a privileged place in current popular thought about the nature of human choice and preference. Evolutionary biologists offer another approach that places human morality in a much larger context. Neuroscientists and biochemists offer still other species of insight, as well as new sources of experimental data. How have they affected psychological understandings of morality? What place has science had in philosophical accounts of the mind? What new questions and problems have been introduced because of these developments? What are the limits of such scientific account of morality? This seminar will explore the various attempts in the physical sciences to understand morality, and the implications these attempts have on questions that have been central to philosophical inquiry since the Classical era.

