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First published in 1958, Hannah Arendt’s landmark 1958 text The Human Condition calls into question the practice of thinking of Man as an abstraction, and argued for the need to think of men in their plurality and multiplicity. Arendt begins with the simple proposal: to “think what we are doing” as a way to understand the reality of our social practices as they are, rather than as we want them to be. The phrase is carefully chosen, in that one of the work’s primary concerns is to understand human societies in their plurality, to study men, rather than ‘Man.’ Arendt considers society in practical terms as a massive gathering of individuals, each of whom represents unpredictable possibilities. Her schema examines three varieties of these possibilities in what she calls the vita activa, - labor, work, and action – as well as their role within the political, social, public and private realms. Basing her analysis in both a historical account of Classical Greece and her acute insights into contemporary modernity, Arendt’s diagnosis of “the state of human humanity” has become an essential text for a variety of disciplines: philosophy, political science, history and literature. This seminar will explore Arendt’s contributions to 20th century thought through this controversial and, hugely influential philosophical text, as well the work’s relevance to contemporary discussion. 

