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The challenge of the recent economic downturn has given us a new motive for considering capitalism’s various possible trajectories. How has globalization altered the character of late capitalism? In the 21st century, can “capitalism” still be understood as a singular economic system, or has its global reach produced a multiplicity of capitalist forms? In what way do previous historical events such as the Great Depression offer useful comparisons for the current cultural and economic moment? How do artistic forms like film and music reflect the state of capitalism? This seminar invites perspectives from business, economics, history, the social sciences and the humanities to place modern capitalism in its historical context and to speculate about its future. 

