2010 Carmelite Conference
Workshop Descriptions for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday

Chowning: 
 1.  Dark Fire, Relentless Lover:  the God of John of the Cross

(Part A:   9:00 a.m.)












(Part B:  10:30 a.m.)

     Like all the mystics, St. John of the Cross is a prophet of the Living God.  He shares with us his experience of God as a Dark Fire and Relentless Lover who invites us to participate in the Family of Love, the Trinity, whose nature is self-giving love.  In this seminar, we will reflect on the God John of the Cross proclaims and hopes we, too, will come to know.

Culligan: 
 1.  Carmel:  a Prophetic Community





  (9:00 a.m.)

     After briefly describing the nature of biblical prophecy, we review in this workshop Carmel’s claim to be a prophetic community in the spirit of the Old Testament prophets Elijah and Elisha.  We examine the Rule of St. Albert and other early Carmelite documents, as well as the lives of selected Carmelites, to trace the development of the prophetic consciousness in Carmel.  We conclude by identifying specific prophetic challenges for the Carmelite family in our contemporary world.



2.  Poets in Darkness:  John of the Cross and Gerard Manley Hopkins

(10:30 a.m.)

     This workshop compares the lives and work of the world-renowned religious poets, St. John of the Cross, sixteenth-century Spanish Carmelite, and Gerard Manley Hopkins, nineteenth-century English Jesuit.  In an effort to understand better the role of interior purification in the Christian spiritual journey, special attention is given to St. John’s The Dark Night and Hopkins’s “The Sonnets of Desolation.”

Egan:

1.  Eucharist according to John of the Cross


         (Sat. 9:00 a.m. only)

     John of the Cross is profoundly aware of the centrality of the celebration of the Eucharist in Carmelite Life.  Moreover, he sees the Eucharist as a stream that arises in the life and love of the Triune God.  John knew contemplation to be the same grace as that of baptism, a truly sacramental mysticism.  For John the celebration of the Eucharist is a “supper that refreshes and deepens love,” where one drinks of the Trinitarian stream hidden in the “pan de vida, the bread of life.”  This workshop asks:  How shall we make our own John of the Cross’ vision of the Eucharist as central and crucial to a contemplative life?
FitzGerald:
1.  Thresholders:  “Remembering” the Future and John of the Cross
(Part A:  9:00 a.m.)













(Part B:  10:30 a.m.)

     In this seminar I will try to extend further my interpretation of John of the Cross’ teaching on the purification of memory by probing the ambiguities and excess of meaning in the empty space of forgetting and suggesting how forgetting grows not only the tradition, but also unlimited possibilities and promise for personal and communal transformation.  In this search, the interface of some metaphors of science, specifically evolution, emergence and information, with Johns’ work will prove helpful in sparking our imaginations and in enkindling our desire to be generative “thresholders” at this time of epochal change, true prophets of hope who step over and beckon toward the horizon where God comes to us from the future.

Frohlich:
1.  Was Thérèse a Mystic?







  (9:00 a.m.)

     This workshop reviews several ways of defining mysticism and looks at whether Thérèse’s experience fits each definition.  The emphasis will be on discovering a theologically authentic way of understanding Thérèse’s spiritual development.



2.  Thérèse and the Carmelite Prophetic Vocation



(10:30 a.m.)

     The first part of this workshop will first examine how Carmelites have understood their vocation in relation to that of the biblical prophet Elijah.  The second part will explore how Thérèse’s life and mission manifest these characteristics of Elijan prophecy.

Kavanaugh:
1.  Introduction to the Life of Saint Teresa




 (9:00 a.m.)

     This workshop will go through the Life, Way of Perfection, and the Interior Castle of St. Teresa of Avila and give some basic facts about each of these writings.  The end result will be some fundamental information which will help the reader to better grasp what Teresa was aiming after when she wrote these different works.


2.  Introduction to the Writings of John of the Cross



(10:30 a.m.)

     A basic introduction to the writings of St. John of the Cross.  This workshop will take the Ascent of Mt. Carmel, The Dark Night, The Spiritual Canticle, and the Living Flame of Love and give some basic principles for understanding these classic works of John’s.
McMahon:
1.  Carmel and the Root of Desire






  (9:00 a.m.)

     The history of spirituality is a long romantic entanglement between God and the human person in which the insatiable hunger for God is surpassed only by God’s unquenchable passion for our love.  Carmel’s desire for God is rooted in a long tradition of spiritual Eros and in this workshop we will explore some of the highlights of that tradition.


2.  Carmel and the Flowering of Desire





(10:30 a.m.)

     This workshop will look at the primitive Carmelite Tradition and see how it expresses the longing in the human heart that only God can fulfill.  While a variety of sources will be looked at, particular attention will be given to the “Fiery Arrow”, the too often overlooked treatise attributed to the 13th century Carmelite Nicholas the Frenchman.
Payne:  
1.  A look at Carmelite Popular Devotions





  (9:00 a.m.)

     Past generations of Christians often encountered the Carmelite heritage primarily through popular devotions associated with our tradition e.g., Infant of Prague, St. Joseph, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and the brown scapular.  This workshop will briefly explore the background of these devotions and what they might have to offer us today.


2.  Carmel:  A Call to Mission






(10:30 a.m.)

     This workshop briefly explores the inseparable link between the contemplative and apostolic dimensions of Carmelite spirituality, and how this has been expressed down to the present in Carmel’s commitment to, and involvement in, the church’s mission.
Seelaus:
1.  Carmelite Spirituality and Everyday Mysticism


 
  (9:00 a.m.)

     My two lectures are complete in themselves, but are also integrally inter-related.  From Carmelite Spirituality we learn how each of us is a potential mystic and that mysticism is in fact, the fullness of our human potential.  We also learn how this potential is actualized in ordinary, everyday living.  Elizabeth of the Trinity offers a further dimension.  She places today’s spiritual hunger with its many practices, within a Christological and Trinitarian depth.  Her life experience and her writings give the theological content that enriches and gives deepest meaning to the search for inner peace and mindful living by connecting it with the sacred within, God’s indwelling Presence.


2.  Elizabeth of the Trinity:  The Sacred Art of Mindfulness


(10:30 a.m.)




(See description above – also applies to 10:30 a.m. workshop)

Welch:
1.  Thérèse of Lisieux:  the Universal Call to Holiness



  (9:00 a.m.)
     St. Thérèse has been called “a Vatican II in miniature.”  Her Little Way anticipated the Council’s universal call to holiness.  Holiness is the business of the church, and the Saint for Lisieux provides a way to go about that business.


2.  Teresa of Avila:  Introduction to Prayer




(10:30 a.m.)   St. Teresa’s writings were never far from the topic of prayer.  We could not have a better instructor in prayer.  This workshop will present Teresa’s responses to these questions:  What is prayer?  What is the purpose of prayer?  How did she pray?  What problems did she experience?
(over)


